
 

good candidates for noontime meetings.  Also, some of the members and guests 
prefer a noontime setting.  Our meeting attendance is typically largest for noontime 
meetings. 
 
The program for Monday promises to be very entertaining and informative. 
 
Last summer we identified a desire in the plumbing engineering and design 
community for updated information for safety shower and eyewash applications.  
Dan Hodes, representing Hodes and Sutter, is sponsoring the program’s speaker, 
Imants Stiebris with Speakman.  I encourage you to make reservations and attend 
the December meeting.  Bring a guest who would enjoy and benefit from networking 
with plumbing professionals in the Kansas City area. Please see Mike Haramia’s 
article for more information about the program. 
 
Please notice that Henderson Engineers, inc. is advertising in our newsletter and 
web site for an additional Plumbing Engineer/Designer position.  If you would like to 
publish a similar ad, please contact me at bruneja@bv.com or 913-458-8078 for 
rates and additional information. 
 
In general Society news, Tim Smith, our Region 5 Director, sent a message for the 
Chicago Chapter.  Dianne Ficek, the wife of Joe Ficek who is the past president of 
the Chicago Chapter, passed away in November.  Joe provides great support for 
ASPE.  Please keep him and his loved ones in your prayers. 
 
A reminder that if you change your e-mail addresses or know it is out of date, please 
send an update to Christene Mitchell, mitchellc@culligankc.com .or anyone of the 
board members who can forward it to Christene.  E-mail is the primary delivery 
method for Chapter newsletters.  Without correct e-mail, the chapter cannot 
communicate to the membership with the newsletter. 
 
Wishing you the Very Happiest of Holidays!! 

PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE 
Jim Brune  
 
Greetings KC ASPE Chapter & 
Friends! 
  
Please notice that this is a 
luncheon meeting. For the past 
few years, we have been having 
noontime meetings in December 
and February for several reasons.  
First of all, Christmas and 
Valentine’s Day, make these   
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Speaker: Imants Stiebris – Speakman  
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4141 x 115 or mitchellc@culligankc.com 
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VP MEMBERSHIP 
Tim Helmer 
 
November was another productive 
month for membership.  We gained 
Mark Howard of SBH and 
Associates.  He is a new affiliate 
member and a really nice guy.  He 
is expecting a new baby soon!  
Please introduce yourself to Mark at 
our next meeting.  ��
  
We will be doing a member drive in 
the Spring.  Please start thinking of 
who you would like to refer to 
ASPE.  ASPE is a great chance to 
boost your career, network with 
people in our industry, receive 
education credits, and serve in 
leadership roles within ASPE. 
  
Thank you and have wonderful 
Christmas! 
 
 
 

 
VP LEGISLATIVE  
Chris Sturges 
 
The Heart of America, ICC Chapter presented the Fall Seminar for 
Contracting licensing this past November 6 through 10th at the Overland Park 
Convention Center.  The conference was well attended because of the vast 
number of topics that were available to choose from for each of the 2 or 4-
hour sessions.  Most of the courses would appeal to all of us, just because of 
our inquisitive nature, but there were some very specific ones were that were 
tailored to our career field. Some of those classes were KGS Gas Service 
Standards; 2006 IPC Updates, 2006 IPC Special Topic - Application and 
Specification of Piping; 2006 IPC Special Topic – Indirect and Special Waste, 
Traps and Interceptors and Separators; 2006 IPC Special Topic – Building 
roof Drains and Building Sewers; 2006 IPC Special Topic –Drain and Vent 
Sizing; 2006 IMC Updates;  2006 IFC Fire Protection Piping and 2006 IFC 
Fire Protection Systems. 
  
The class that John Capra and I took was “Johnson County Wastewater 
Standards and Permitting”.  The instructor was listed as JCW staff. At first 
glance, it was very disappointing to think we would get a low-level speaker 
who would gloss over the subject.  As it turned out, the 4-hour session was 
broken up in multiple informative sessions.  The first 2-hour session covered 
Johnson County Wastewater’s overall structure and governance and was led 
by John Metzler, Chief Engineer.  Mr. Metzler discussed the size to the 
organization, their infrastructure and the importance of Johnson County to the 
economy of the state of Kansas. He also covered the permitting process; how 
to check the status, why there is a timing issue between Johnson County 
Wastewater and the other AHJ’s in the area and their efforts to improve 
coordination and cooperation between everyone. We even were shown how to 
navigate their web site.  Mr. Metzler had a live hook up to the internet and we 
were led step by step on how to find and use required information as a part of 
their submittal package.  He stated all the information you need is there, but it 
can be very hard to find. 
 
The balance of the 2 hours was also well spent.  A presentation on Private On 
Site Sewage Treatment Systems was presented by Alan Thomas, REHS, 
Senior Environmental Health Specialist; Restaurant Food Review was 
presented by Bob Fields, Senior Environmental Health Specialist; Johnson 
County Sanitary Codes – Swimming Pools was led by the department head, 
Nicole (whose last name I did not have the presence of mind to write down) 
and Johnson County Grease Management Program was led by the 
department head, Shane Burnett.  A lot of the presentations were geared 
directly to the contractor, as advertised (not to the engineer or architect), but I 
still came away with 7 pages of notes.  I was impressed with the depth of 
knowledge each person had and their dedication to public safety through good 
design practices and implementation of the design during construction. 
 
I talked with John Metzler after his presentation and thanked him for clearing 
up some of my misconceptions.   I told Him I appreciated his honesty about 
their difficulties in the working relationship with the other AHJ’s in Johnson 
County and those who worked with them across the counter and the phone.   
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

VP LEGISLATIVE (CONTINUED) 
 
He had expressed in his presentation their efforts to have a better working relationship with others. This presentation 
was one of their steps to that end.  I told him I had come to realize that my difficulty in dealing with his department is that 
they think like civil engineers and we think like plumbing engineers. Our local chapter of ASPE would greatly benefit from 
a presentation like he gave that morning.    He said he would be happy to do that and we have agreed that our ASPE 
May Luncheon meeting would be perfect for that presentation.  We have plenty of time get the word out so we can have 
one of our largest meetings ever. 
 
Next month I hope to cover some of the tips and unstated standards that I learned from the presentations. 
 
Ps: Prior to the seminar my Chinese restaurant had gone through permitting and it only took 4 submittals.  In JCW’s 
defense all of the resubmittals were my fault because I just did not know where to look for the information on their web 
site (I do now).   Also the time between rejection, re-submittal, and rejection could be measured in days (2) not weeks. (I 
noticed the time date stamp on one of the review notices I received via e-mail that Tina Kinney had worked during the 
weekend to get me an immediate turn around.) 
 
 
AFFILIATE LIAISON  
Lilliard Richardson   
 
Since my November Newsletter article was inadvertently omitted, I need to make a quick report on the October ASPE 
EPE in Tampa. The show seemed to be well attended and I had the opportunity to visit with our chapter's leadership and 
the pleasure of meeting some of their wives.  I also talked with several of our local chapter's Affiliates and met some of 
their family as well.   
  
The ASPE EPE show, as the premier event in our industry, never seems to disappoint me with too many things to do 
and see, and too many people to meet or renew acquaintances from past years.  It seemed to me that this year's show 
had more new and innovative products than I remember from the last few shows that I attended.  
  
It was encouraging to learn that the Affiliate Liaison to the ASPE National Board of Directors will become a voting 
member with the title of Vice President - Affiliate Liaison.  Currently, William "Billy" Smith of Jay R. Smith Co. is the 
Affiliate Liaison to the National Board.  This gives us affiliates better representation at the national level and allows for a 
more diverse thought process in all of the society's decisions. 
  
Calling Tree Committee 
The Calling tree is continuing to be a success.  The five Calling Tree members try to call all of the Greater Kansas City 
area engineers and remind them of the meeting for that month.  We usually find one or two engineers who, either forgot 
to make the reservations, or have not had the time to do so.  We are trying to keep our chapter's engineers informed and 
encourage them to attend all monthly meetings and other functions of the society.   
  
If you are a local engineer and have not been reminded of monthly meetings, please let me know so we can add you to 
the Calling Tree.  I may be reached at Lilliard Richardson 816 779-6104 x251.  As a reminder of who is on the Calling 
Tree, they are: Steve Reed, Roy F. Johnson Co.; Jerry Matthews, PVI Industries; Chris Rathmann, Victaulic; and Brad 
Harmeyer, Nibco.  Their monthly calls are important to our Society.  Thank you for your dedication and support.  
  
Not only are the monthly meetings a learning experience for the engineers, but for most of us Affiliates as well.   This 
gives all of us the opportunity to stay current with what's happening in our industry on both the national level as well as 
the local.  All of us have the chance to "network" with others in the industry and generally to show their support of this 
industry and our society.  
  
Be sure to join us on December 11th, for our regular chapter LUNCHEON meeting. ��
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

VP TECHNICAL 
Mike Haramia 
 
I hope everyone enjoyed November’s meeting. It was an evening meeting 
held at our usual location, the Holiday Inn located at Shawnee Mission Pkwy 
and Metcalf Avenue. The topic was concerning the various types of grease 
removal devices and their proper applications. A sample of a point use 
automatic grease removal device was also on display. The presentation by 
Chas Tevis with Highland Tank touched on the recent changes to the Uniform 
Plumbing Code concerning the grease trap sizing requirements. Images 
showing typical grease trap installations and images highlighting some of the 
problems that can be caused by improperly functioning grease trap where also 
shown. I would also like to thank Kevin Milbourn with the Windward Marketing 
Group for sponsoring the meeting. 

 
The 2007 ASPE technical symposium will be held next fall in Atlanta, GA. I will 
give you more details once they become available.  

 
An upcoming service that will be offered by ASPE is the availability to earn 
CEU’s on line by viewing presentations on various topics. The first topic will be 
regarding natural gas systems, followed by storm drainage, waste & vent and 
domestic water. These would be an excellent learning tool for the younger 
designers as well as a good review for some of the older ones. All of these 
should be available by sometime the middle of 2007. There will be a fee 
associated with presentations. I will pass along more information as becomes 
available. 

 
Let me know if you would be interested writing an article for PS&D magazine. I 
would be happy to put you in touch with the proper individuals. It would also 
be good PR for you as well as your company. 
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EDUCATION CHAIRMAN 
John Bard 
 
 The November meeting we introduced 
Alex Garibay  our student apprentice to 
the chapter. He enjoyed the Grease 
Trap Presentation, and understood 
most of it. Our next move is to take 
Alex to the Culligan Water Plant. We 
are looking for tours to take Alex on, so 
he gets a broad view of the plumbing 
industry. Please contact me if  you 
have any ideas. My number is 913-
782-8797, e-mail 
john.bard@sbcglobal.net. 
 
Jim Klamm and I will attend the Oak 
Park and Winnetonka High School 
Career's Day, on Wednesday Nov 
29th. These schools have combined 
the event to the North Kansas City 
Convention Center. These are 11 
graders, with approximately 1400 
students. We will have details in the 
next newsletter. This is always a fun 
event to visit with the students, talk 
about plumbing engineering, while 
most of the students are amazed at 
what kind of engineers we are.  
 
"While one person hesitates because 
he feels inferior, the other is busy 
making mistakes and becoming 
superior." 
Henry Link 
 
See you at the next event. 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

PRODUCT DIRECTORY CHAIR   
Warren Rosenbrook 
 
For those of you who use the Product Directory, you will notice it was recently updated August 28.  No new Affiliates 
joined the Product Directory, but new categories were created and updates to various Affiliates lines were performed.  
For those of you who have not used it, go to kc-aspe.com and tag the Reps/Products bar at the top middle of the 
website.  Then select the file by “Manufacturer” or “Product Category” this time most of the Affiliates are participating in 
the Product Directory. 
 
E-mails were issued the previous month for renewals.  Thank you to the K & A Sales, Johnson and White Sales, SFE 
enterprises and HEBCO for their renewal.  Note that this is an excellent opportunity for you to update your Product 
Directory information if there have been changes.  Remember, if you are an Affiliate who is participating in the Product 
Directory and have a line change, please send us and update.  We will be happy to update your product information.  
This is the advantage of having the Product Directory on line in lieu of a hard paper copy – it is easily updated! 
 
The product directory is a service for the membership – it is a way for the engineers to contact you for your products.  I 
have sent the Affiliates who have not responded the information for inclusion again.  Please fill out the spreadsheet and 
return it to me for inclusion.  
 
The directory consists of two files, the Product Manufacturers Directory and Product Type Directory.  The Product 
Manufactures Directory is an alphabetized list of plumbing manufacturers, with the associated local representative name 
and contacts included.  The Product Type Directory is an alphabetized list of plumbing products, with the associated 
representative name and contacts included. 
 
MANUFACTURER’S/REPRESENTATIVES WEBPAGE 
 
Kansas City Chapter ASPE would like to introduce our Manufacturer's/Representatives advertising page located on our 
website at www.kc-aspe.com/productsreps.htm.  Three options are available: 

 
Option #1 Option #2 Option #3 
Company name 
Address 
Phone number 
Email address 

Company name 
Address 
Phone number 
Email address 
Link to your website 
Or 
Pop-up line card 

Company name 
Address 
Phone number 
Email address 
Link to your website 
Pop-up line card 
List of manufacturers represented and their 
corresponding equipment (list generated by you) 

Free for ASPE members $50 for ASPE members $75 for ASPE members 
  
Your information (as purchased) will be on our website for the entire year, with September 1st being the transition date. 
  
FRONT PAGE SPONSORSHIP 
 

Monthly Meeting Sponsor This Month's Featured Sponsor 
Front page listing and link/line 
card (if provided) 

Front page listing and link/line card (if provided) 
 

Free for Meeting Sponsor $50/month for ASPE members 
These are first come, first serve, for September through May. 

  
More information is available at www.kc-aspe.com/advertise.html. 
Technical inquiries can be directed to webmaster@kc-aspe.com or Bret at 816-410-8200. 

 
  



  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

PLUMBING 
ENGINEER/DESIGNER 

 
Henderson Engineers is seeking a well qualified Plumbing Engineer or Designer for 
significant restaurant and retail plumbing projects.  Applicants should have a minimum of 
5 years design experience in plumbing systems for commercial building projects.  
Henderson Engineers is a Top-10 Kansas City employer, recognized for its exceptional 
working environment, flexible hours and competitive benefits.  Experience challenging 
work, professional recognition and opportunity for advancement. 
 

Interested individuals may submit a resume in confidence to:  
resume@hendersonengineers.com; fax to 913-307-5400.  Visit us at 

www.hendersonengineers.com. 
 

8325 Lenexa Drive, Lenexa, KS  66214 
 

 


