
 

I encourage all of our affiliate members to reserve a booth as soon as possible. You can 
contact Becky Kelhofer at beckyk@sfe.cc or go to http://www.kc-aspe.com for more 
information and reservations. Please see Becky Kelhofer’s article for more information. 
 
2008 kicks off the “second half” of our 2007/2008 session. Please remember that our 
January meeting is an evening meeting.  As you may or may not be aware of, the December 
meeting was the first of three luncheon meetings that we will be having this session. The 
February and May meetings are luncheon meetings as well. Coincidentally, except for 
September’s joint meeting with ASHRAE, the December meeting had our highest attendance 
to date. As I have mentioned in past articles, the board is evaluating luncheon meetings 
versus evening meetings. If last months attendance is any indication, perhaps the chapter 
should increase the number of luncheon meetings. The members of the board will review the 
attendance numbers for this session’s meetings and will make a decision after the current 
session is complete in June. While I am certain that we will not go to an “all luncheon 
meeting format,” there is a chance that it could become a 50/50 split between evening 
meetings and luncheon meetings. All of our members are strongly encouraged to provide 
feedback to the board regarding this issue.  
 
This months meeting will be on Monday January 14th at our regular venue, the Holiday Inn on 
Shawnee Mission Parkway in Overland Park.  The technical session begins at 5:30 PM, 
followed by dinner at 6:00 PM; and the presentation at 7:00 PM. Please see Chris Sturges’ 
article for more information about January’s evening program. The price is $20.00.   
 
When you make your reservation, please be aware our new point of contact for the meeting 
reservations is Jerri Brewer. You can e-mail her at jerri.brewer@hei-eng.com or call her at 
913-742-5531. 
 
 
 

PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE 
Mike Haramia 
 

Happy New Year to all our members 
and friends of the society! I hope 
everyone had a joyous holiday 
season. 
 
The booth reservation process for 
next February’s product show is well 
underway.  Please mark your 
calendars for February 13th. Many 
booths have sold, but there are still 
some available.  
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Please contact Jerri Brewer at  
jerri.brewer@hei-eng.com or 913.742.5531 by 
noon on Thursday, January 10, 2008 
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AFFILIATE LIAISON 
Lilliard Richardson   
Happy New Year 
 
The date of our Product Show is rapidly 
approaching, so mark your calendars 
for February 13, 2008.  This bi-yearly 
show is one of the most important 
events that your Society offers.  
 
Affiliates  – Support your Society and 
help make our members aware of the 
products you represent.  The Product 
Show is an excellent opportunity to 
showcase your newest products as 
well.  Many engineers and mechanical 
contractors may be seeing them for the 
first time and will have questions and/or 
need more information.  So, sign up for 
a booth (see accompanying article for 
more details). 
 
Engineers and Mechanical 
Contractors – Support your Society by 
attending the Product Show.  Give the 
Affiliates a chance to show you their 
latest products and answer your 
questions.  New products are always a 
part of the show and this is an excellent 
chance to learn more about them.  
 
Lunch and a seminar are available as 
well as the opportunity to socialize with 
others in this industry. 
 
See you there.    
 

 
PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE (cont) 
 

If you’d like to learn more about plumbing system design as it relates to 
green building, ASPE is having a “Webinar” on Wednesday January 9th at 
1:00 PM CST. The session lasts an hour and should be quite informative. 
PDH’s will be provided. Also, did you participate in ASPE’s survey 
concerning waterless urinals? Even if you didn’t, you’d probably be 
interested in the results. Go the www.aspe.org to find out information about 
these and other issues related to our field. 
 
A reminder, if you change your e-mail address or know it is out of date; 
please send an update to Jerri Brewer at jerri.brewer@hei-eng.com  or any 
one of the board members.  E-mail is the primary delivery method for 
Chapter newsletters.  Without correct e-mail, the chapter cannot 
communicate to the membership with the information needed to participate. 
 

VP Membership 
Robert Franklin 
I hope everyone had a wonderful holiday with friends and family.  Now it’s 
time to get kick-off with another exciting new year. 
 
December’s meeting was a great success despite the holiday hustle.  I 
would like to encourage all to keep up the good work in taking the time to 
attend.  The board is currently working on preparing a membership 
feedback survey.  This will help us to determine any changes or 
improvements that may need to be considered in making the chapter even 
more beneficial to all.  As always, we certainly welcome any 
comments/feedback at anytime throughout the year. We have a few new 
memberships pending.  I am very excited in welcoming the new members.       
 
Don’t forget the membership drive.  If you have recruited any new members 
be sure to let us know so you can get credit to be in the running for the 
grand prize.  If you would like any literature on society membership benefits 
to hand out please feel free to contact me. 
 
PRODUCT DIRECTORY CHAIR  
Jim Brune  
 

All ASPE members are encouraged visit our Manufacturer's 
Representatives advertising page on this link: www.kc-
aspe.com/productsreps.htm.  It is a terrific plumbing reference and provides 
helpful information to the professional plumbing community.  Try the links 
on the Manufacturers Directory and on the Product Directory.  I encourage 
you to also refer others to the web site.   
 
For Affiliate Members of the Kansas City Chapter ASPE, three options for 
including their information are available: 
MANUFACTURER’S/REPRESENTATIVES WEBPAGE  
 
Option #1 Option #2 Option #3 
Company name 
Address 
Phone number 
Email address 

Company name 
Address 
Phone number 
Email address 
Link to your website 
Or 
Pop-up linecard 

Company name/Address/Phone 
Email address/Link to your website 
Pop-up linecard 
List of manufacturers  
represented and their corresponding  
equipment 
 (list generated by you) 

Free for  members $50 for members $75 for members 

 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
PRODUCT DIRECTORY CHAIR (cont.) 
Also affiliate members can be featured on the front page:  
 
FRONT PAGE SPONSORSHIP 
 
Monthly Meeting Sponsor This Month's Featured Sponsor 

front page listing and link/linecard (if provided) front page listing and link/linecard (if provided) 

Free for Meeting Sponsor 
$50/month for ASPE members 
First come first serve, for September through May. 

 
 If any Affiliate member has updates or desires adjustments to their information, please let me know or send me an e-mail.  I’m 
eager to keep the information as accurate and up-to-date as possible.   
 
Technical inquiries can be directed to webmaster@kc-aspe.com or Bret at 913-281-6767. You can also contact me at 
bruneja@bv.com or 913-458-8078. 
 
 

VICE PRESIDENT, LEGISLATIVE 
Anindya Nandy, PE 
 

KC Chapter friends, wish you a very happy New Year. Hope the New Year fulfills your wishes and brings joy to you and your 
family.  
 
As I said in the previous newsletter, I’ll try to provide some technical information in each newsletter along with any code 
information. I would like to talk briefly about specifications. As you all know specifications are as important in a bid document as 
the drawings. Therefore, plumbing engineers/designers need to know how to write a clear and to the point specification that 
contains correct terminology and language. Many times the person who designs is not the one who’s writing the specification. 
Hence, a close coordination needs to exist between both. There are four different types of specification format:  
a. Descriptive  
b. Performance 
c. Reference Standard 
d. Proprietary. 
 
Descriptive Specifications include – a) Detailed properties of the product, b) Manufacturers c) Proper execution for the work.  
Do not include proprietary specification or names in this type of specification. When writing these the designer needs to know 
available products, critical features, review features to see what is best for the project and verify the product specified can meet 
the requirements. 
 
Performance Specification outlines the compliance procedure for an end result. If all the materials, equipment and execution are 
not outlined properly then the designer has no control over this part of the project. 
 
Reference Standard Specifications are nationally or internationally recognized specifications. Six types of reference-based 
standards are commonly used. 1) Basic Material Standards, like ASTM B88 for Seamless Copper Tubes. 2) Product Standard, 
like ASME B16.22 for Wrought Copper and Copper Alloy Solder Joint Pressure fittings. 3) Design Standards, like ACI318 for 
Building Code Requirements for Structural Concrete and Commentary. 4) Workmanship Standard, like ASTM B828 for standard 
practice Making Capillary Joints by Soldering Copper and Copper Alloy Tubing and Fittings. 5) Test Standards, like ASTM E53-
02 for Determination of Copper in Unalloyed Copper by Gravimetry. 6) Code Standards, like International Plumbing Code. When 
referencing these standards only the number or title needs to be referenced not the entire body of the standard. 
 
Proprietary Specifications are normally identified by specific manufacturer, brand name, model number and unique 
characteristics. This should be used only when the Client requires something specific for the job and this allows closer control of 
the selection of the product. 
 
So, get used to writing specifications, which also will help you better understand the product you are specifying for the project.  
 
Have a great New Year and we’ll see you at the next meeting. 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Education Committee Chairperson 

John A. Bard, CET 
December 5, 2007 Tony Hitchcock and I 
attended the annual Career's Day for 
the North Kansas City High School.  The 
event was held in the North Kansas City 
Community Center, with several other 
engineering organizations. Our 
presentation consisted of 2 tables with 
books, plumbing manuals, CAD 
drawings, valves, pipes, and Tony's 
laptop computer showing our power 
point presentation.  
 
There were about a 1000 juniors and 
seniors for 4 schools who went by our 
booth. Several students stopped which 
gave us a chance to talk about plumbing 
engineering. The students are 
fascinated by the CAD drawings, and 
want to know how long does it take to 
make a drawing, what do you need to 
learn to do the drawings and what kind 
of education do you need to do your 
work?  
 
Several students are taking CAD in 
school as we encouraged them to 
continue more about the CAD systems. 
Nearly everyone was impressed with the 
work we did and how it affects 
everyone. It is an enjoyable experience 
to visit with future engineers. Thanks to 
Kelly Best from the North Kansas City 
School District. We plan to return next 
year.  
 
The JCCC Plumbing Courses will begin 
in the spring with Fluids Dynamics 
Course.   I will let you know the details 
later. 
 
We are working with the Blue Valley 
School District project: "Lead the Way," 
an engineering program for high school 
students with presentations coming in 
the spring. 
 
If you have any old Plumbing 
Engineering magazines that you would 
like to get rid of, please bring them to 
the monthly meetings, and give them to 
the education committee.  These 
magazines are a good tool to give to the 
students, and are good publicity for 
ASPE. 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

VP TECHNICAL 
Chris Sturges 
I hope everyone enjoyed the December meetings presentation on Common 
Plumbing Problems. Our (past past) President Warren Rosenbrook gave a great 
presentation that included problems encountered during his 20 years experience 
in design, field/site visits, punches and quality control review of countless projects. 
This luncheon meeting was sponsored by the KC Chapter of ASPE as we did not 
have the time available for a technical session. 
 
The topic for the January meeting is “Large Capacit y Grease Interceptors” 
This presentation will be by Luke Ismert of Schier Products. Luke will be 
discussing large capacity grease interceptors that have been certified by NSF to 
the ASME A112.14.3 standard of 100gpm flow rate. 
 
The sponsor for the January dinner meeting is John Ismert of Bull’s I Sales. Our 
original scheduled speaker had an unforeseen circumstance and is not able to 
give his presentation, so please come a little early to thank Luke and John for 
coming to our aid on such short notice. 
 
The meeting will be held at our usual location at the Holiday Inn on Shawnee 
Mission Parkway.  You are encouraged to bring a potential new member, a 
business associate or an old member that has not been to a meeting in a while.  I 
look forward to visiting with you. If you have never been to one of our meetings 
please see the Kansas City ASPE web page http://www.kc-aspe.com for more 
information. 
 
This year's programs are “almost” set so if you have a program idea, a plant tour 
or site visit for the Fall/Winter of 2008, please contact one of the following 
Technical Committee Members. Steve Reed-Roy F. Johnson Co. (913.894.9097), 
Tim Helmer-Ferguson Enterprise (913.752.5660) or Chris Sturges-Henderson 
Engineers (913.742.5426). For the coming Fall/Spring 2008-2009 I have one 
company planned to give a presentation and Tony Hitchcock has given me the 
name of a gentleman from Atlanta who is interested in giving a presentation as 
well. 
 
Please coordinate meeting reservations and dietary requirements for dinner with 
Jerri Brewer at jerri.brewer@hei-eng.com or 913.742.5531. 
 
PRODUCT SHOW FEBRUARY 13, 2008 
Becky Kellhofer  
The show date is February 13, 2008 
 
All ASPE members are encouraged to invite your associates and clients to The 
Overland Park West Holiday Inn at 87th Street and Reeder Rd in Overland Park 
KS for the 2008 Kansas City Chapter ASPE Plumbing Products Show February 
13, 2008.  
  
Be sure to share with them all the wonderful benefits available when attending this 
show: 
 
See latest up-to-date information about products that will make projects extra 
special!  
 
Experience networking opportunities that result in increased success!  
 



 

Becky Kellhofer  (con t) 
 
Earn CEU Credit and update your knowledge about Plan Review Submittals 
and Grease Interceptors!  
 
Enter the Drawing for the Grand Prize of an Apple iPod!   
 
Enjoy a wonderful lunch while attending the show! 
 
Affiliate members; please note that registration for 2008 product show booths 
is nearing completion. However, we will try our best to accommodate your 
space needs. 
 
Please send coordinate your requests with Becky Kellhoffer C/O SFE 
Enterprises, 404 Walnut, Belton, MO 64012; Phone 816-322-2206; e-mail:  
beckyk@sfe.cc 
 
Registration forms, information on booth prices, and the showroom layout are 
on the chapter’s web site, www.kc-aspe.com  
 
Also extend congratulations to everyone who has registered so far.   
 
This promises to be our best Plumbing Product Show ever 
 

Also if you have any old CAD drawings 
that are no longer needed, we would like 
to have them, for the students really 
enjoy the CAD drawings. Please remove 
any title blocks. Thank you for your 
cooperation. 
 
"The whole secret of a successful life is 
to find out what it is one's destiny to do, 
and then do it." 

Henry Ford 
 
 


