
 

 
The feature presentation will be Johnson County Requirements and Standards by 
John Metzler.  Please see Mike Haramia’s article for information about the program.  
Congratulations to Chris Sturges for seeking out this opportunity and coordinating 
arrangements for this presentation. 
 
Congratulation to our new Board of Directors!  President is Mike Haramia, Vice-
President Technical is Chris Sturges; Vice-President Legislative is Anindya Nandy; 
Vice-President Membership is Robert Franklin; Administrative Secretary is Bruce 
Helmer; Treasurer is Joe Tobin and Corresponding Secretary is Christene Mitchell 
The new Board will be sworn-in at the May meeting and the transition from the old 
officers to the new ones officially starts on June 1, 2007 and runs for one year.  
These folks are very interested in making the KC Chapter of ASPE as beneficial as 
possible for each and every member.  Please give them your support and 
cooperation.  The past year has been very enjoyable and satisfying for me due to 
the great support and cooperation of all t he membership.  Thank you very much for 
caring about ASPE and supporting your Board of Directors and the chapter 
activities. 
 
The next Chapter activity is an especially fun one, so don’t miss it!  The 2007 Golf 
Tournament will take place Monday, June 11,2007 at the Sunflower Hills Golf 
Course  122nd & Riverview,  Bonner Springs, KS  Please refer to the web site 
www.kc-aspe.com for details and entry forms.   
 
April’s meeting was the largest attendance for the year so far.  Thanks to Tim 
Helmer for promoting the membership drive.  I was very pleased that Ron Grabski of 
Gerber sponsored by Mack McClain and Associates provided a lively and interesting 
program.  A special thank you to Joe McClain for making that possible.  As a result 
we have more potential members.   

PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE 
Jim Brune  
 
Greetings KC ASPE Chapter & 
Friends! 
 
Our next regular meeting is May 14.   
Please notice that this is a 
luncheon meeting.  The menu 
features: 

·  Tossed Salad with House 
Dressing 

·  Chicken Fettuccini 
·  Broccoli and Garlic Bread 
·  Brownies 
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Monday, May 14th, 2007 
����	����
Holiday Inn  
7240 Shawnee Mission Parkway 
Overland Park, Kansas�
�� ���
Johnson County Wastewater 
Requirements and Standards 
Speaker: John Metzler�
����� *LUNCHEON MEETING* 
Gathering: 11:30 – 11:45 a.m. 
Lunch 11:45 – 12:45 p.m. 
Program 12:00 noon – 1:00 p.m. 
���	�
$20.00�
�������	�����
Please contact Christene Mitchell at 913-782-
4141 x 115 or mitchellc@culligankc.com 
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AFFILIATE LIAISON  
Lilliard Richardson   
 
  
As our ASPE chapter’s year winds 
down, and most of us are thinking 
ahead to the Golf Outing, keep in 
mind that those Affiliates that 
usually invite a local contractor or 
two to the event, should also 
consider inviting them to our 
regularly scheduled meetings as 
well.  This is an excellent 
opportunity to help our mechanical 
contractors to understand the value 
of ASPE, learn about our common 
interests and to be a part of the total 
plumbing industry.  Our membership 
drive is still in full swing. 
 
On another issue, the Affiliate 
Liaison position at the local chapter 
level is an appointed position by the 
current President.  Our President 
elect, Mr. Mike Haramia has asked 
me to stay in this position.  I have 
agreed and will do all that I can to 
support him, the Board of Directors 
and all of our local chapter’s 
members. I will continue to 
represent the interests of all of us 
Affiliates, as well.  Please let me 
know how I can serve you or your 
needs.  
 
See you Monday May 14th at the 
luncheon meeting.   
 
 
 

 
PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE (cont) 
�
I believe you will find the May meeting will continue the high quality of 
presentations at our meetings and I’m looking forward to visiting with you and 
your guest at Monday’s luncheon. 
 
A reminder that if you change your e-mail addresses or know it is out of date, 
please send an update to Christene Mitchell, mitchellc@culligankc.com .or 
anyone of the board members who can forward it to Christene.  E-mail is the 
primary delivery method for Chapter newsletters.  Without correct e-mail, the 
chapter cannot communicate to the membership with the newsletter. 
 
 
VP TECHNICAL 
Mike Haramia  
 
 I hope everyone found Ron Grabski’s presentation on water closets at the 
April meeting both informative and entertaining.  Ron covered the design, 
function and manufacturing of water closets. How a pressure assist flush 
water closet works was explained. In addition, he discussed the move to the 
1.6 gallon per flush water closet and some of the challenges faced by the 
industry in accomplishing this change. Thanks to Joe McClain of Mack 
McClain Associates for sponsoring the meeting. Your continued support of the 
chapter and its endeavors is greatly appreciated. 

 
I would also like to thank the various member of the Kansas City chapter for 
their help and input during my term as your Vice President Technical. It has 
been a pleasure to be able to help serve the chapter. I hope that everyone got 
something out of the programs that were presented in the past two years. 
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�� �� will be the guest 
speaker for the meeting. Mr. Metzler will discuss Johnson County 
Wastewater’s statistics, web site and their design standards. The presentation 
will be followed by a question and answer period. Now is the chance to come 
and ask your questions, so please come to the meeting. 
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PRODUCT DIRECTORY CHAIR   
Warren Rosenbrook 

 
For those of you who use the Product Directory, you will notice it was recently updated beginning of May, 2007.  
Blackmore and Glunt has joined the Product Directory.  For those of you who have not used it, go to kc-aspe.com and 
tag the Reps/Products bar at the top middle of the website.  Then select the file by “Manufacturer” or “Product Category” 
this time most of the Affiliates are participating in the Product Directory. 
 
E-mails were issued the previous month for renewals.  Note that this is an excellent opportunity for you to update your 
Product Directory information if there have been changes.  Remember, if you are an Affiliate who is participating in the 
Product Directory and have a line change, please send us and update.  We will be happy to update your product 
information.  This is the advantage of having the Product Directory on line in lieu of a hard paper copy – it is easily 
updated! 
 
The directory consists of two files, the Product Manufacturers Directory and Product Type Directory.  The Product 
Manufactures Directory is an alphabetized list of plumbing manufacturers, with the associated local representative name 
and contacts included.  The Product Type Directory is an alphabetized list of plumbing products, with the associated 
representative name and contacts included. 
 
 
MANUFACTURER’S/REPRESENTATIVES WEBPAGE 
 
Kansas City Chapter ASPE would like to introduce our Manufacturer's/Representatives advertising page located on 
our website at www.kc-aspe.com/productsreps.htm.  Three options are available: 
 

Option #1 Option #2 Option #3 
Company name 
Address 
Phone number 
Email address 

Company name 
Address 
Phone number 
Email address 
Link to your website 
Or 
Pop-up line card 

Company name 
Address 
Phone number 
Email address 
Link to your website 
Pop-up line card 
List of manufacturers represented and their 
corresponding equipment (list generated by you) 

Free for ASPE members $50 for ASPE members $75 for ASPE members 
  
Your information (as purchased) will be on our website for the entire year, with September 1st being the transition date. 
  
FRONT PAGE SPONSORSHIP 
 

Monthly Meeting Sponsor This Month's Featured Sponsor 
Front page listing and link/line 
card (if provided) 

Front page listing and link/line card (if provided) 
 

Free for Meeting Sponsor $50/month for ASPE members 
These are first come, first serve, for September through May. 

  
More information is available at www.kc-aspe.com/advertise.html. 
Technical inquiries can be directed to webmaster@kc-aspe.com or Bret at 816-410-8200. 
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EDUCATION CHAIRMAN 
John Bard 
 
On April 17 I was invited to the Olathe 
High School to experience the 
Professional Careers Academy. This is 
the program that Alex Garibay (the 
apprentice) works out of. Alex gave the 
directors of the program a slide 
presentation on what he learned thru 
the ASPE Organization. His 
presentation was a good experience; 
he indicated his future plans to attend 
Kansas State University to acquire a 
degree in civil engineering. A reception 
was followed, with the opportunity to 
meet his parents. 
 
We wish him well on his course of 
being an engineer. 
  
April 20 Tony Hitchcock and I attended 
our 4 annual Career's Day at Indian 
Trails Junior High in Olathe. We 
displayed 2 tables of technical books, 
valves, catalogs, drawings, and 
magazines. From 8: am to 3 pm the 
students came about 1800 from the 
district. As the students came by, Tony 
and I had the opportunity to 
explain plumbing engineering. The 
students are amazed at what we do. 
Tony showed his plans for the Sea 
World ride in Florida, with the plumbing 
design to make the ride a fun 
experience. Lot of questions, with a 
brief discussion on what programs you 
should take to be an engineer. With the 
encouragement to attend college, by 
planting seeds for future engineers. 
  
Our next adventure is to make a power 
point presentation on "What is a 
Plumbing Engineer?" to the drafting 
class at Olathe South High School. 
Tony and I will make the presentation. 
  
"A man is known by the company his 
mind keeps."  Thomas Aldrich 
 
 
 

VP MEMBERSHIP 
Tim Helmer 
 
We gained some new members as a result of our member drive night.  Three 
of the guests from the meeting have joined.  The new members are listed in 
bold.  I am hopeful that the others will join also.  Sam Dworkin with Dworkin 
Company brought Don Scarpelli with Roto Rooter, Mike Steele with United , 
Matt Kassaye with Jay’s Engineering, and David Barry with the ME Group .  
Rusty Johnson with Johnson and White brought Chris Rimel with All-State.  
Greg Gladfelter brought Santu Nath.  Reece Robinson with Grundfos brought 
Brian James with Grundfos . 
 
Thank you to all the members that have referred new members.  We 
appreciate your support!  I will be getting with everyone in the next few months 
to award prizes.   
 
Thank you also to my membership committee who has been very supportive 
during my term as vice-president of membership.  On the committee are 
Warren Rosenbrook, Joe McCoy, Rusty Johnson and Jim Vestal.   
 
Currently, we have 144 members. 
 
Thank you! 



 
 
 

VP LEGISLATIVE 
Chris Sturges 
 
 It seems that every time I submit a project for plan review I learn something new.  My Asian restaurant project to 
be built in an existing structure, in a theme park in Ohio was no exception.  The county plan reviewer stated that the 
interior grease interceptor I had been using for years (JR Smith # 8460E, 100 gpm / 200 lb) exceeded the table allowed in 
the 2005 Ohio plumbing Code and an exterior interceptor would have to be provided.  It was true the interceptor 
exceeded the table because the table was identical to the 2003 International Plumbing Code Table 1003.3.4.1 where 50 
gpm / 100 lbs capacity was the largest size listed.  I had reasoned that since it had the same flow to capacity characteristic 
(1 gpm to 2 lbs capacity ratio) it would be acceptable even if it did not have a PDI certification. 
 
 I had chosen the 100 gpm flow rate because the interceptor served a 3 compartment sink, a Chinese range (wok), 3 
floor drains and a mop sink.  I asked if I could put a flow restrictor on the 3 compartment sink and down size the grease 
interceptor and the answer was no. 
 
My next approach was to see if he would allow the 100 gpm / 200 lbs grease capacity unit if it was PDI certified.   I was 
sure of this approach because I knew that the 2006 International Plumbing Code had expanded Table 1003.3.4.1 to 
include the 75 and 100 gpm flow and I was sure the Ohio Plumbing Code would follow in their next edition.  The 
surprise was not that he said yes he would consider the proposal but that I could not find any Grease Interceptor that was 
certified by PDI G101 (a proprietary standard) or the equivalent ASME 112.14.3 (a consensus standard).  I had reviewed 
the selections for Wade, JR Smith, Zurn and Schier Products and none boasted of the certification.  I then called Dan 
Smith of McCoy Sales and he confirmed with one of JR Smith’s engineer (30 years experience) that none of the 
interceptors larger than 50 gpm had been certified PDI G101.  Luke Ismert of Schier Products was equally helpful and 
also reported that none of the larger than 50 gpm had been certified by ASME 112.14.3. 
 
 Rumor has it that PDI has not yet built the testing facility for the 100 gpm flow rate and that is why none PDI 
member products have been certified.  It may have to do with the fact that a 4” pipe at 1/4” per foot will only allow a 
uniform flow 57 gpm at half capacity.  The 4” pipe will flow 114 gpm at 1/4” per foot at full capacity but then you have 
to worry about trap siphoning due to pressure fluctuations.  Currently all 75 and 100 gpm grease interceptors have a 4” 
inlet and outlet. 
 
 The point of this article is to warn you to be very specific when making your code calls.  Table 1003.3.4.1 may 
have been expanded to allow the 75 and 100 gpm flow rate but currently no grease interceptor also meets the preceding 
section 1003.3.3 which require the “….devices conform to PDI G101, ASME A112.14.3 or ASME A112.14.4 ….” 


