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PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE – Chris Sturges 
Hello to all our members and friends of the society! The programs first 
regular meeting of the season will be here before we known it.  Our 
joint meeting with Kansas City ASHRAE chapter will be Monday, 
September 14th at Boulevard Brewing Company, 2501 Southwest 
Boulevard, Kansas City, MO 64108.  Since this is a joint meeting with 
ASHRAE, we will be following their payment policies (see information 
below). Space is limited  so I encourage you to RSVP early to attend 
our first regular meeting of the 2009/2010 season.   
 
If you are not able to bring a friend to the joint ASHRAE / ASPE 
member drive at Grundfos on September 3rd, please consider inviting 
one to any meeting who would enjoy and benefit from networking with 
plumbing and HVAC professionals in the Kansas City area.  Please 
see Anindya Nandy’s article for more information about September’s 
dinner program.  Starting in October, we will be back at our regular 
venue the Wyndham Garden Hotel.  The hotel is located on Metcalf 
Avenue, just north of I-435 and we will have their largest meeting room 
for our program. 
 
Our annual affiliate’s appreciation dinner was held at Cinzetti’s 
Restaurant on Monday July13th. The board and I would like to thank 
the affiliates for taking time to attend and give us their input. As a result 
of this meeting we will be trying quite a few new things. First, we sent 
out the affiliate meeting announcement as a Microsoft calendar event 
and it worked well for Microsoft users plus those with Lotus Notes. In 
the future we will send a calendar meeting announcement for both the 
reservation deadline and the meeting.  For the first few months, we will 
send out our standard email announcement for the meeting to make 
sure that no one drops through the cracks.  If you do not get a calendar 
meeting invitation please let us know so we can remedy the situation. 
Second, instead of sending the “Newsletter” as an email attachment, 
we will provide a link to the KC-ASPE.COM website to view the 
newsletter.  This link will be part of our calendar meeting invitation so 
as not to overload our members email. Third, since we are growing so 
fast in meeting attendance we are going to create a "regular 
attendees” page with the individuals name, their photo taken at a 
meeting (no studio portraits will be accepted), the company they work 
for and their business phone number. We will not include email 
addresses to reduce the chance of getting Spam generated from 
access to our website. We will also start a perfect attendance roster 
just for fun. Please remember any affiliate, member or prospective 
member is encouraged to contact any one of us with your questions or 
comments. We really do value your input.  
 
Please read the entire newsletter.  Each of our board members is 



 

 

working hard for this chapter to be the best it can be.  Anindya has a great program year lined up for us and Robert has a fun 
event in October that will benefit a great charitable organization.  Please look forward to future newsletters when we give 
details on a Ferguson Show Room Open House this November and an Orion plant tour this Spring.  ASPE National has a great 
event coming in October.  Please take a moment to read the Opportunity Knocking Announcement at the back of the 
newsletter.  This will give you an overview of the 2009 Plumbing Engineering and Contracting Technical Symposium from 
October 22nd through the 25th in Dearborn, Michigan.  It is a wonderful opportunity to network with your peers and get the 
latest technical information.  The ability to earn 15 educational hours (either PDH or CEU certificates) is an added bonus.   
 
As always, if you change your e-mail address or know it is out of date; please send an update to Jerri Brewer at 
jerri.brewer@hei-eng.com or any of the board members who can forward it to Jerri. Your e-mail address is the primary delivery 
method for Chapter news. Without correct email addresses, the chapter cannot communicate to the membership with the 
information they needed to know to participate. 
 

 
 
 
CONDOLENCES ~ ASPE National Vice President, Technical Mr. Norman Parks passed away May 10, 2009. Let us all pray 
that his soul is at rest in peace. Our sympathy is with the family.  

 

VP TECHNICAL – Anindya Nandy 
KC Chapter ASPE friends, welcome back. Hope you had a wonderful summer. The board was working hard in the meantime 
and good news is the board has been able to fill out programs for the whole 2009-2010 program year, thanks to our ever 
helpful affiliates. We are working out details of the programs and the program lists will be updated and uploaded to the website 
at www.kc-aspe.com. I encourage everyone to visit the website and get updated information. 

Our September meeting will be a joint meeting with ASHRAE as we have done in the past (due to ASHRAE’s regular meeting 
date conflict with the Labor Day holiday). The program venue will be at Boulevard Brewing Company, 2501 Southwest 
Boulevard, Kansas City, MO 64108 (see information above). Since seating is limited, please RSVP as soon as possible. The 
payment procedure for the meal will be per ASHRAE. The October meeting will again be at our regular venue at Wyndham 



 

 

Garden Hotel and will follow our payment procedure for the meal. 

We have worked with Mr. Jere Kimmel of Associated Equipment Sales and he will be sponsoring the joint meeting and the 
program speaker. Mr. Reece Robinson of Grundfos will be the speaker for the program and the program content will be on 
Variable Speed Pumping . 

Mr. Reece Robinson is the Applications Engineering Supervisor for packaged pump systems at Grundfos Pumps Corporation, a 
pump manufacturer with its North American headquarters in Olathe, KS.   

He has been with Grundfos for 12 years and provides training, technical support and marketing support for their variable speed 
packaged pumping systems. 

Prior to Grundfos, Mr. Robinson worked for a consulting engineering firm, providing energy analysis and HVAC system design.  
Mr. Robinson received a B.S. degree (Mechanical Engineering) from California State University – Fresno. 

The Program topic will be: 

“A Closer Look into Variable Speed Pumping”  

Mr. Robinson will discuss some basic concepts of variable speed pumping (not just show those boring old affinity law equations 
that you see in magazine articles). 

The following concepts will be discussed (the speaker reserves the right to add or subtract from this list without notice) 

1. Proper use of affinity laws 

2. Control Curve vs. System Curve 

3. Control Parameters 

4. Will energy savings actually be achieved/how to determine this 

5. Motor Requirements (What is “Inverter Duty”) 

Typical HVAC and Plumbing examples will be used to illustrate the above. 

The ASPE board has nominated Mr. William (Bill) Hughes, CPD, LEED AP as the Vice President Technical to complete the term 
of Mr. Norman Parks. In his newsletter recently circulated to the chapter officers, he indicated this year’s technical symposium is 
well under way with ASPE and the University of the Plumbing Contractor’s of America (PCA). This year’s symposium will be on 
“Green Building Design”. He also indicated that Plumbing Engineering Design Handbook Volume I is scheduled for delivery in 
January 2010. All other volumes are getting worked on as that is a constant effort to remain updated with the industry standards, 
means and methods. ASPE Plumbing Code Engineering Design Manual is scheduled to be completed in a few months. The 
Engineers Plumbing book and Piping Dictionary are the books in progress. Mr. Hughes is seeking authors for a new to be titled 
High-Rise Plumbing, Water Reuse and Reclaim Water Handbook, Hospitals and Healthcare Facilities Design Handbook, Site 
Utilities and Self-Contained Buildings. If you know someone that may be interested in this, please contact me. 

That’s all folks!!! Hope to see you all at the meeting.  
 
PRODUCT DIRECTORY CHAIR – Mike Haramia 
Greetings, I am your new Product Directory Chair. In what has become a tradition as the past president, I am taking over Jim 
Brune’s responsibilities as the Product Directory Chair. Jim and I will be getting together in the coming weeks to transition his 
duties to me. I will take that information, start contacting the affiliates about their involvement in the product directory, and will be 
updating it on a periodic basis. All ASPE members are encouraged use our Manufacturer's Representatives advertising page at 
this link: www.kc-aspe.com/productsreps.htm   
 
Currently, for Affiliate Members of the Kansas City Chapter ASPE, three options for including their information are available: 
 
 
 
 



 

 

MANUFACTURER’S/REPRESENTATIVES WEBPAGE  
 
Option #1 Option #2 Option #3 
Company name 
Address 
Phone number 
Email address 

Company name 
Address 
Phone number 
Email address 
Link to your website 
Or 
Pop-up linecard 

Company name/Address/Phone 
Email address/Link to your website 
Pop-up linecard 
List of manufacturers  
represented and their corresponding  
equipment 
 (list generated by you) 

Free for  members $50 for members $75 for members 

 
FRONT PAGE SPONSORSHIP 
 
Monthly Meeting Sponsor 

front page listing and link/linecard (if provided) 

Free for Meeting Sponsor 

 
Technical inquiries can be directed to bboule@kc.rr.com.  
 
Please send me an e-mail at mike.haramia@hei-eng.com or call 913-742-5550 if you have any edits or additions for the 
directory. 
 
VP LEGISLATIVE – Joe Tobin 
Hello All! I too welcome you back for another exciting year of KC Chapter ASPE programs and meetings. This year I will do my 
best to keep you informed on new legislation that applies to new codes within our industry.  
 
For starters, thanks to Jeff Kling and Robert Franklin who passed along the following lead. For those of you unaware the Cap 
and Trade Bill is House of Representatives Bill 2454 and directly taken from the cover of the Bill, it is titled; “To create clean 
energy jobs, achieve energy independence, and reduce global warming pollution and transition to a clean energy economy”. This 
Bill is 1,427 pages and weighs 14.72 pounds. It passed the House of Representatives 219 to 212 votes and it now moves to the 
Senate. From what I can gather, this Bill will create an energy reduction mandate to lower energy use and carbon foot print for 
each household and business. The purpose is to raise the standards of codes nationwide by mandating energy efficient homes 
and businesses. This affects the plumbing industry by requiring more energy efficient waters heaters (i.e. tank-less and solar hot 
water) and rain water harvesting in states where water supply is an issue.  
 
Tank-less water heaters, often referred to as an "on demand" water heater. The traditional storage tank water heaters keep large 
quantities of water heated whether or not the water is about to get used. The energy savings from using a tank-less water heater 
instead of a storage tank water heater are projected to be between 15% and 40%.  
 
Solar water heaters, also called solar domestic hot water systems, can be a cost-effective way to generate hot water for your 
home. They can be used in any climate, and the fuel they use is sunshine and it is free. On average, if you install a solar water 
heater, your water heating bills should drop 50%–80%. Also, because the sun is free, you're protected from future fuel shortages 
and price hikes. 
 
If the bill passes in the Senate, designers and engineers will be forced to shift their design focus towards achieving energy 
efficiency. Some suggest a national mandate will reduce confusion about code requirements nationwide by reducing confusion 
across state borders. Knowledge of the code will be more consistent. Is the timing of this Bill good for the economy? Some ask 
where the financial support will come from; it is thought that end users will bear the bulk of the cost. Will the cost be worth it? 



 

 

Reports suggest the effort will pay off in the year 2050 and reduce the Earth’s temperature by .009 degrees Fahrenheit. 
 
I understand in this bill there will be penalties/fines for emitting more greenhouse gases than what you are permitted. I don’t 
agree that fines and penalties should be issued; just let the progression move forward without penalties. Overall, I’m in favor of 
more energy efficient homes and businesses. However, should the federal government mandate it at taxpayer’s cost, or continue 
to leave the issue to local and state agencies which can be loose with codes? Again, I think it’s a step in the right direction, but 
this is a complicated bill. Watch the votes and hope the senate can work out the good and the bad. As complicated as these bill 
are, is it possible to work out the unforeseen consequences? I hope the end result turns out to be a decision which benefits all of 
us.    
  
VP Membership- Robert Franklin 
 
It’s almost that time of year again for our chapter to kickoff yet another exciting year.  Wow, how the time flies!   
 
Please join us on Thursday, September 3rd from 11:00 AM-3:00 PM for the Grundfos’ “Powered by the Impossible Tour” at 
Grundfos Pumps Corp., 1700 W. 118th Terrace, Olathe, KS.  Anyone attending will be in the drawing for one of the four iPod 
Touches.  There will be a 30-minute presentation on a new circulating pump for HVAC heating system for those interested.  In 
addition, any ASPE member who invites a guest that in turn signs up to become an ASPE member will receive a free Grundfos 
windshirt.  Visit http://guest.cvent.com/EVENTS/Info/Invitation.aspx?e=e5163b6b-48fa-4f00-bf75-ecc8d70c6797 for information 
and registration.  You may also register at the door.  Lunch provided for those who register via the above link.   
 
I would like to welcome our newest member, Ryan James Epstein with Muller Industries.  Welcome aboard Ryan!  Our chapter 
membership currently stands at 141. 
 
The time is drawing near for the chapter’s first annual “Poker Night”.  You should be receiving your evite very shortly.  For those 
of you who haven’t read in past newsletters (shame, shame) the proceeds will benefit Community LINC, a local charity 
organization.  This is a great organization and I would encourage you to visit their website at www.communitylinc.org to see the 
tremendous positive impact they make on our community.  The date for the event is Friday, October 23, 2009 and will be held at 
Nara located at 1617 Main Street (www.narakc.com).  Nara has graciously offered to donate their event space for the evening to 
support the cause.  Please plan to attend and by all means feel free to bring guests.  The more the merrier.  I think this will be a 
blast!!!   
 
Once again, your comments and feedback are certainly welcome.  If you would like any additional information or literature on 
society membership benefits to hand out please feel free to contact me. 
 
Thanks to each of you for your continued support.     
 
Affiliate Liaison - Lilliard Richardson 
  
As all of the 25 Affiliates who attended the Affiliates Appreciation Dinner know, we had a really good meeting at Cinzetti’s 
restaurant. We had the chance to enjoy each other’s company, pig-out on a huge assortment of various Italian dishes before our 
informative after-dinner meeting.  

Ideas were expressed to make the club stronger and better.  Chris Sturges went over a lot of current information from the 
national level to our own chapter, relating such issues as our new program to have more luncheon meetings to encourage better 
attendance and what the role will be of the sponsors of all meetings for the new year starting with the October 12, 2009 meeting.  
As you know, our first meeting of the 2009 – 2010 season is the joint ASPE/ASHRAE meeting scheduled for September 14th. 
 
Chris also informed us of the recent purchase by ASPE – National of a building in the Chicago area.  It sounds like a really good 
opportunity for the national association to expand and grow in their own building, versus continuing to rent space.  
 
Our Chapter was this year’s sponsor of the annual ASPE Region Five President’s Meeting held in June in Kansas City.  Chris 



 

 

informed us of this very successful and well planned meeting that he chaired.  Chris put a lot of work into making the weekend 
meeting a great success.  Anindya Nandy and I helped as we could.  
 
Mark your calendars now for the monthly meetings.  October through May, the meetings are held at the Wyndham Garden 
Hotel at the corner of I-435 & Metcalf.  
 
Note that luncheon meetings are scheduled for October, December, January, March and May.  Dinner meetings are scheduled 
for November, February and April.  
 
Other events include the Grundfos lunch and tour on September 3rd, our Poker Night on October 23 for a local charity and of 
course, the Ferguson Show Room Tour on November 18th and lastly the ASPE Product Show on February 28, 2010.  See you 
there.  
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